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Another Record Breaking Year 

Here are a few highlights. In 2022/23:

• 323,676 young people started their DofE – the highest in 
our 67-year history.

• 29.9% of 14-year-olds in the UK started their Bronze DofE.

• 262 new secondary schools, 126 centres for young people 
with additional needs and 72 community organisations 
started offering the DofE

• 537,759 young people were working towards a DofE 
Award – up more than 10% on 2021/22.

Read More 
Here

Thank you to all leaders, 
helpers, assessors, 
volunteers  – you all have a 
massive impact on these 
numbers 

https://www.dofe.org/


Exmoor is a fantastic location for a Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award expedition as there are only a few places where 
you are further than 4km from a road, which allows 
easy access to your groups when remotely supervising. 
Our ‘wilderness’ area is not as extensive as other 
National Parks so it’s worth considering whether you 
can plan a challenging 4-day Gold expedition without 
groups leaving the area or walking along the same 
paths. Bear in mind, though, there is such a thing as an 
‘Exmoor mile’; we specialise in deep, plentiful river 
valleys so a mile on the map may take you longer than 
you think!

Over 480km of our rights of way network are 
bridleways making us an ideal place to take part in 
horse riding or mountain biking expeditions.

There are many quiet roads on Exmoor, and two of the 
sustrans cycle routes (51 and 3) run west/east across 
the national park, making cycle touring an option. Bear 
in mind that our roads have some steep climbs and 
descents!

Exmoor – Expeditions and 
Groups
More Info Here

https://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/enjoying/expeditions-and-groups?s=03


Programme Changes from Nov 2023 



Expedition Changes – From Now to 1st Nov

New changes in place 
and coming from Nov 
2023
Check out more details 

Here

Making DofE more 
inclusive, not everyone 
will need to use the 
changes, but for some 
centres they will make a 
real difference 

https://www.dofe.org/running-expeditions


Keeping Young People Safe – DofE Policies
The Link to all DofE Documents 
listed below is

Here

As Licenced Organisations, you will 
have policies in place at your 
centres, as we do with at Somerset 
Council, but if anyone needs to 
view, please click the link above

https://www.dofe.org/keeping-young-people-safe/


Incident Reporting 

• The DofE charity collects information about incidents relating to the 
delivery of DofE programmes around the UK. It does so in order to:

• Identify common themes or trends and communicate these to the 
DofE network, helping everyone to better manage risk.

• Help the charity to ensure that Licensed Organisations and AAPs are 
complying with the terms of their operating licence.

• Help the charity to support and manage communications with all 
parties, particularly in the case of serious incidents.

• Help the charity to identify potential enhancements or changes to 
our adult training offers and DofE programmes.

It is important that we remember to report any incidents that 
occur to DofE  - the type of incidents to report are listed Here 

Link to Report Form Here

Please let Carol know for ref if any incidents are reported

https://www.dofe.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Incident-Reporting-for-LOs-and-AAPs-2021.pdf
https://www.dofe.org/run/runningprogrammes/incidents/


Young Leaders

• If you have young people who are enthusiastic about DofE and want 
to help others at your centre – why not encourage them to become 
young leader – great for Golds that help deliver DofE for their 
volunteering section

• This is about developing young people in to leaders, if you have 
anyone interested – please contact Carol 

• More Info  - Here

https://www.dofe.org/ylp-intro/


Leaders Meetings 
2023 – 24

As part of the license agreement, your Centre has agreed to 
attend at least one Leaders meeting during the financial year

Next Date Meeting 

12th October 2023 – 2.30 – 4.30 – F2F at 
Taunton Library  – with cake! 

Naturally, we would love to see you at all leaders' meetings –
but please let us know if attending, so we can cater!



Congratulations 
Avalon School and 

Foxes Academy

Students at schools around Somerset have been cleaning 
up their local area as part of their Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards – and we think they are amazing!

We are very proud to team up with Somerset Duke of 
Edinburgh Awards and SEND schools in Somerset for a 
new and exciting phase of our #2minute litter pick project.

Over the winter, we handed out litter picking kits 
to Aurora Foxes Academy in Minehead and Avalon 
School in Street. Between them, they now have 32 young 
people doing regular litter picks for the volunteering 
element of their Duke of Edinburgh Awards. It certainly 
looks like they have had plenty to do!

Full article - Here

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/duke-of-edinburgh-award/
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/leisure/duke-of-edinburgh-award/
https://www.theauroragroup.co.uk/sen-special-needs-schools/educational-training-hotel-somerset
https://www.avalonschool.org.uk/
https://www.avalonschool.org.uk/
https://www.cpresomerset.org.uk/stories/our-young-litter-superstars/


Gold Residential Idea
What a residential this could be – please can you 
print and add to notice boards. 

Dates running are…

• 17th July - 21st July

• 31st July - 4th August

• 7th August - 11th August

• 21st August - 25th August

• 28th August - 1st September

• 4th September - 8th September

• 11th September - 15th September

Short video and more details 

Here

https://www.reptileacademy.co.uk/home


Freemasons 
Support for 
Bursary Fund 

Somerset Freemasons continue to be 
huge supporters of the DofE Bursary 
fund – without whom we couldn’t offer 
such fantastic support to disadvantaged 
young people across the county. They 
recently match funded £5K from the 
Masonic Charity Foundation – giving us 
another £10K for a disadvantaged 
programme to start in October 2023.  
This alongside 3 charity bike rides 
raising further funds – means that we 
can help support SEN Centres and even 
more young people in 23/24. My 
heartfelt thanks go to them – for truly 
helping us make a difference across the 
whole county 

Many thanks to King’s College and 
Haygrove for being involved with the 
inaugural bike ride on 17th June – an 
amazing day for all involved 

If you’d like to be involved in a bike ride 
in 2024 – please let Carol know 



Alternative DofE Programme Success

This year we have run 5 DofE alternative programme, 
with funding received from various groups including 
Crime Prevention Funds, South Somerset DC, 
Freemasons and DofE – we have had great success and 
got a number of young people through their full award 
and others their COA – we still have some to finish with 
ARK, so even more success to come. Pictured here from 
In The Mix and Carymoor – Great Results and 
conversations for Oct 23 have started to take place too! 



Assessor Report - Update
There is a new system in place for assessor reports in where they 
will run through a CRISP database first which looks for any 
profanities. 
If the report is cleared by CRISP then it will directly go to the 
participants profile and will show as an 'S’. 
If CRISP picks up any profanities then, like before, it will go to the 
assessors report section for the leader to check and approve 

Assessor's Reports FAQs - coming soon – DofE (edofe.org)

Remember Assessor Reports with an L – are uploaded 
through portal / Leader and are generally ok, but need a 
quick check to be sure that all requirements are met

Assessor Reports with a        have been uploaded by the 
young person and need extra checking for quality / details 

With the new change, the Leader will not be alerted once a report has been submitted but will still be alerted to approve the 
participant’s section. If the participant has not submitted their section for approval, the Leader will still get the alert via Directly 
approve. If the participant has submitted their section for approval, the alert will be under Manage alerts.

https://help.edofe.org/hc/en-gb/articles/7866184126621-Assessor-s-Reports-FAQs-coming-soon?source=search&auth_token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJhY2NvdW50X2lkIjoxMzcxODUwLCJ1c2VyX2lkIjo2ODk4NjEyMzUwODc3LCJ0aWNrZXRfaWQiOjI2MDU5OCwiY2hhbm5lbF9pZCI6NjMsInR5cGUiOiJTRUFSQ0giLCJleHAiOjE2ODM4ODkyODJ9.hbFS60WRnooyNg9FiodVGcTWKPSGpOQm-6xuOmcu04A


Concert

What a night to remember - the sun setting behind Windsor Castle, an 
enthusiastic flag waving audience of 20 000 and an amazing line up of 

musicians, singers and performers, all there to celebrate the Coronation. 
Arriving in good time and after a lovely walk through sunny Castle grounds, we 
found ourselves in a great place, close to the sparkling stage. After a warm up 

session (including a quick practice of a chorus line led by Gareth Malone, one of 
my heroes!), we were ready for the party to start. The Royal Party took their 
seats, the countdown started and the next few hours passed in a happy blur -

we danced, we sang, we waved our flags and arms lit up by multicoloured 
wristbands and how  we cheered and whooped!

What an amazing opportunity - thank you DofE Somerset - quite a change from 
walking the Quantocks, supporting young people on their DofE expeditions!

Catherine C

Somerset DofE were given two pairs of 
tickets for our volunteers by the Lord 

Lieutenant. Catherine and Karen had an 
amazing time 



Coronation Garden Party
Following on from the very successful Somerset Jubilee Jaunts in 2022 
with the then Lord Lieutenant – Annie Maw.  I was lucky to receive an 
invite to the Coronation Garden Party. 

Cath and I ditched our trainers, donned our posh frocks and headed to 
London, for an amazing once in a lifetime event. 



Online Volunteering Even though Covid Restrictions have now 
gone, there are still real opportunities On Line 
for young people to help support charities 

For example 

Penguin Seabird

This may suit young people who don’t 
have the confidence to go out and 
work with others, those that need 
support, or those that have busy 
schedules so fitting in time is difficult

Think outside the box – the 
opportunities are endless – but still 
very worthwhile 

https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/penguintom79/penguin-watch
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/penguintom79/seabirdwatch


#VolunteersWeek June 1-7th



Youth Volunteers

Working with Spark Somerset, we would love to 
share stories about Young People making a 
difference in their community , through their DofE 
volunteering section.

Please share any of note with Carol, so she can help 
get some case studies created – like the Amazing 
Abby as shown here

#DofE #Volunteering #MakeADifference 



Training for schools, colleges 
and organisations who intend to 
lead and supervise groups in a 

coastal and countryside 
environment and those who 

wish to operate in more remote 
areas and involve camping. 

There is also a large amount of 
information on their web site 

under ‘Training & Development’.

Here 

https://positiveventure.co.uk/


I was lucky to attend the May GAP at Buckingham 
Palace, as a Mum and for DofE, meeting up with several 
Young People from Somerset. It was an amazing 
afternoon of celebration and fun. 
Congratulations to all those that attended from the 
county 144 during the week 



Bath and West Gold Residential 2023 – An Amazing Group – Thank You SSE Outdoors for Running, #Fun #Laughter #Done



Online Challenges for Physical

More HERE

https://www.theconqueror.events/


Track or Not to Track    
Your Choice as 

Leaders 

https://geotrackslive.com/pages/dofe


Kilve Gold Residentials 2023
Website Here

Please share details with 
your Golds   - Posters 
Attached for noticeboards 
also 

https://sseoutdoors.co.uk/holiday-camps/


DofE Dates 
for your 
Calendar

Early July – Certificate run  - pre holidays

7-11th August – Kilve Gold Residential 

3rd October – Autumn Term Leaders Meeting – Teams 2-4pm

12th October  - Leaders Meeting F2F Taunton Library 2-4pm

23-27th October  - Kilve Gold Residential 

Early Dec – Cert run

March – Cert Run 



Social Media

Please follow us on

• Twitter

• Facebook

We would love you to share your DofE 
stories to our site and celebrate your 
success. 

https://twitter.com/SomersetDofE
https://www.facebook.com/SomersetDofE/
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